
Length: minimum of ten (10) entries IN TOTAL; each entry should be between 150 and 
200 words. Please include at least ONE reading from each week. 

Texts used are:  

(1) The Swallow Anthology of New American Poets. Ed. Yezzi, D. 
(ISBN 9780804011211) 

(2) Reckonings: Contemporary Short Fiction by Native American Women. Ed. Wong, 
H. (ISBN 9780195109252) 

(3) Trickster: Native American Tales. A Graphic Collection. Dembicki, M. 
(ISBN 9781555917241) 

(4) Ghost Summer: Stories. Due, T. (ISBN 9781607014539) 
(5) The Goat or Who Is Sylvia? Albee, E. (ISBN 9780822219767) 
(6) Lake Success. Shteyngart, G. (ISBN 9780812997415) 

Week 1: Readings from  The Swallow Anthology of New American Poets (sonnet 
selections) 

Geoffrey Brock, “And Day Brought Back My Night” (41) 

Daniel Brown, “Missing It” (51); “When It Happened” (53); “Though Angelless” (54) 

Bill Coyle, “Hindsight” (77) 

Ben Downing, “Two Husbands” i (106) 

Andrew Feld, “Late Breather” (113); “The Drunk Singer” (116) 

John Foy, From “Rue des Martyrs” (120-22); “Terminal” (127) 

Jason Gray, “We have Our Inheritance” (135) 

George Green, “Stephen Duck and Edward Chicken” (145) 

Ernest Hilbert, “Domestic Situation” and others (158-62) 

Joshua Mehigan, “In the Home of My Sitter” (207-08); “The Optimist” (208); “Rabbit’s 
Foot” (209) 

Joe Osterhaus, ‘Rainswept” (230) 

A.E. Stallings, “Aftershocks” (244); “A Postcard from Greece” (246) 

Catherine Tufariello, “The Mirror” (272); “Ghost Children” (272); 

“S’I’ fosse foco, arderei 'l mondo” (273) 



Deborah Warren, “Anna, Emma” (275); “Autumn Afternoon” (278); “Clay and Flame” 
(279); “Scope” (280) 

Greg Williamson, “Time” (300); “Fire” (301) 

Mark Wunderlich, “From a Vacant House” (323) 

David Yezzi, “Azores,” (326-30) 

Week 2 Readings from: Reckonings: Contemporary Short Fiction by Native American 
Women 

Patricia Riley, “Damping Down the Road” (153) 

Joy Harjo, “The Reckoning” (175); “the crow and the snake” (182) 

Anita Endrezze, “Grandfather Sun Falls in Love with a Moon-Faced Woman” (197) 

Louise Erdrich, “Le Mooz” (213) 

Week 3: Week 2 Readings from: Reckonings: Contemporary Short Fiction by Native 
American Women 

Kimberly M. Blaeser, “Like Some Old Story” (247) 

Beth H. Piatote, “Beading Lesson” (267); “Life-Size Indian” (270) 

Reid Gómez, “electric gods” (281); “Touch. Touch. Touching.” (289) 

Week 4: Readings from: The Graphic Novel (Native American Tales). 

Trickster: Native American Tales. A Graphic Collection 
Weeks 5  Readings :  

·        Ghost Summer: Stories (Read first two sections: "Gracetown" and "The Knowing") 

Week 6 Readings from :  

·        Ghost Summer: Stories (read last two sections: "Carriers" and "Vanishings")  

Week 7 : Contemporary Drama Readings:  

·        The Goat or Who is Sylvia? 

Week 8: Readings: 

·        Lake Success 



The reflective journal is more informal writing space than of the academic essay, it is 
nevertheless a space requiring the application of critical and literary skills and thinking to 
the questions suggested in the lecture prompts or to questions or problems identified and 
raised by students themselves.  

Here is a description of the typical journal assignment:  

Journal entries are used as tools for student reflection. By consciously thinking about and 
comparing issues, life experiences, and course readings, students are better able to 
understand links between theory and practice and to generate justifiable, well-supported 
opinions. This kind of writing assignment is less formal than essays or other course 
writing assignments, journal entries should still construct a coherent narrative, use 
complete sentences, be grammatically correct, and be scholarly in tone and NO 
PLASARISM. 

 https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/assignments/journal  

Please ask for clarification if there are any aspects of this assignment or its 
instructions that are unclear to you.  

Types of Reflective Writing  

Experiential Reflection  

Popular in professional programs, like business, nursing, forensics and education, 
reflection is an important part of making connections between theory and practice. When 
you  

are asked to reflect upon experience in a placement, you do not only describe your 
experience, but you evaluate it based on ideas from class. You can assess a theory or 
approach based on your observations and practice and evaluate your 
ownknowledgeandskillswithinyourprofessionalfield. This opportunity to take the time to 
think about your choices, your actions, your successes and your failures is best done 
within a specific framework, like course themes or work placement objectives. Abstract 
concepts can become concrete and real to you when considered within your own 
experiences, and reflection on your experiences allows you to make plans for 
improvement.  

Reading Reflection  

To encourage thoughtful and balanced assessment of readings, many interdisciplinary 
courses may ask you to submit a reading reflection. Often instructors will indicate to 
students what they expect of a reflection, but the general purpose is to elicit your 
informed opinions about ideas presented in the text and to consider how they affect your 
interpretation. Reading reflections offer an opportunity to recognize – and perhaps break 
down – your assumptions which may be challenged by the text(s).  



Approaches to Reflective Inquiry  

You may wonder how your professors assess your reflective writing. What are they 
looking for? How can my experiences or ideas be right or wrong? Your instructors expect 
you to critically engage with concepts from your course by making connections between 
your observations, experiences, and  

4. Lessons from reflection: Did your experience fit with the goals or concepts of the 
course or organization? Why or why not? What are your lessons for the future? What was 
successful? Why? What would you do differently? Why? How will you prepare for a 
future experience in the field?  

opinions. They expect you to explain and analyse these concepts from your own point of 
view, eliciting original ideas and encouraging active interest in the course material.  

It can be difficult to know where to begin when writing a critical reflection. First, know 
that – like any other academic piece of writing – a reflection requires a narrow focus and 
strong analysis. The best approach for identifying a focus and for reflective analysis is 
interrogation. The following offers suggestions for your line of inquiry when developing 
a reflective response.  

Experiential Reflection  

Consider the purpose of reflection: to demonstrate your learning in the course. It is 
important to actively and directly connect concepts from class to your personal or 
experiential reflection. The following example shows how a student’s observations from 
a classroom can be analysed using a theoretical concept and how the experience can help 
a student to evaluate this concept.  

It is best to discuss your experiences in a work placement or practicum within the context 
of personal or organizational goals; doing so provides important insights and perspective 
for your own growth in the profession. For reflective writing, it is important to balance 
reporting or descriptive writing with critical reflection and analysis.  

 

 

For Example 
My observations from the classroom demonstrate that the hierarchical structure of 
Bloom’s Taxonomy is problematic, a concept also explored by Paul (1993). The students 
often combined activities like application and synthesis or analysis and evaluation to 
build their knowledge and comprehension of unfamiliar concepts. This challenges my 
understanding of traditional teaching methods where knowledge is the basis for  
inquiry. Perhaps higher-order learning strategies like inquiry and evaluation can also be 
the basis for knowledge and comprehension, which are classified as lower-order skills in 
Bloom’s Taxonomy.  



Consider these questions:  

1. Contextualize your reflection: What are your learning goals? What are the objectives 
of the organization? How do these goals fit with the themes or concepts from the course?  

2. Provide important information: What is the name of the host organization? What 
is their mission? Who do they serve? What was your role? What did you do?  

3. Analytical Reflection: What did you learn from this experience? About yourself? 
About working in the field? About society?  

Reading Reflection  

Critical reflection requires thoughtful and persistent inquiry. Although basic questions 
like “what is the thesis?” and “what is the evidence?” are important to demonstrate your 
understanding, you need to interrogate your own assumptions and knowledge to deepen 
your analysis and focus your assessment of the text.  

Assess the text(s):  

1. What is the main point? How is it developed? Identify the purpose, impact and/or 
theoretical framework of the text.  

2. What ideas stood out to me? Why? Were they new or in opposition to existing 
scholarship?  

Develop your ideas:  

1. What do I know about this topic? Where does my existing knowledge come from? 
What are the observations or experiences that shape my understanding?  

2. Do I agree or disagree with this argument? Why?  

Make connections:  

1. How does this text reinforce my existing ideas or assumptions? How does this 
text challenge my existing ideas or assumptions?  

2. How does this text help me to better understand this topic or explore this field of 
study/discipline?  

A Note on Mechanics  

As with all written assignments or reports, it is important to have a clear focus for your 
writing. You do not need to discuss every experience or element of your placement. Pick 
a few that you can explore within the context of your learning. For reflective responses, 
identify the main arguments or important elements of the text to develop a stronger 
analysis which integrates relevant ideas from course materials.  



Furthermore, your writing must be organized. Introduce your topic and the point you plan 
to make about your experience and learning. Develop your point through body 
paragraph(s), and conclude your paper by exploring the meaning you derive from your 
reflection. You may find the questions listed above can help you to develop an outline 
before you write your paper.  

You should maintain a formal tone, but it is acceptable to write in the first person and to 
use personal pronouns. Note, however, that it is important that you maintain 
confidentiality and anonymity of clients, patients or students from work or volunteer 
placements by using pseudonyms and masking identifying factors.  

The value of reflection: Critical reflection is a meaningful  
exercise which can require as much time and work as traditional essays and reports 
because it asks students to be purposeful and engaged participants, readers, and thinkers  

	


